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On behalf of the Connecticut Association of Health Care Facilities / Connecticut Center For Assisted Living
(CAHCF/CCAL), a Connecticut trade association of skilled nursing facilities and assisted living communities, thank you for this
opportunity to submit written testimony on SB 1331: An Act Concerning the Exclusion of Patient Health Information and Opt-in
and Opt-out Procedures Relating to the State-Wide Health Information Exchange.

SB 1331 requires the Commissioner of Health Strategy to conduct a study to (1) determine whether to exclude patient
health information and medical records relating to certain sensitive medical procedures, including, but not limited to, plastic
surgery, from the State-wide Health Information Exchange, and (2) examine current procedures relating to patient participation in
the State-wide Health Information Exchange and determine whether to implement any new opt-in or opt-out procedures for
patients. The bill also requires, by February 1, 2026, the commissioner to submit a report concerning the results of such study to
the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public health.

CAHCF/CCAL recommends the Public Health Committee to consider the substantive recommendations submitted by
Mag Morelli, Amanda Gunthel and Dr. Anthony Yoder, appointed members of the working group created under Public Act 24-19,
§ 23, in a letter dated November 18, 2024 (Letter) to the Office of Health Strategy (OHS).

As part of a coalition of 23 healthcare provider associations and organizations, we notified OHS on November 21, 2024
that we supported the recommendations in the Letter. CAHCF/CCAL continues to support these recommendations, which
provide a detailed roadmap of legislative and other changes necessary to protect patient information and to shield healthcare
providers from onerous requirements.

The Letter was appended to OHS’ Health Information Exchange Regulations Recommendations Report submitted to this
Committee on January 1, 2025 (see pages 25-41 at: https://portal.ct.gov/ohs/-/media/ohs/reports/office-of-health-strateqy-health-
information-exchange-regulations--pa-24-19.pdf?rev=a5017b20eb4241d59ebcd4fb959d2a16).

Thank you.

For additional information on this testimony, please contact Matthew Barrett, President and CEO of CAHCF/CCAL, at
mbarrett@cahcf.org.
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